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The Six t h  Form  
a t  Radley 
 
The educational course  at Radley is designed to 

teach boys the value of hard work and an 

intelligent management of time. We aim for  

breadth in a boyÕs academic programme, we try  

to ensure intellectual stimulus both inside and 

outside the curriculum, and we seek to achieve 

an easy command of, and famil iari ty with, 

Information Technology. We also endeavour to 

train Sixth Formers in presentation skills, and 

cri tical thinking. Beyond that we hope to awaken 

in Radleians an appreciation of li terature and the 

arts so that they can gain real pleasure from 

pursuing these interests in their adult lives. When 

a Radleian leaves the Sixth Form, it is expected 

that he will  have those attributes necessary both 

to command a worthwhile place in Higher 

Education and Ð beyond that Ð to compete 

effectively in the market place for jobs in the 21st 

century.  

 

We have debated lengthily the merits of 

competing sixth form programmes. Uppermost in 

our minds has been the question Ôwhat is best for  

Radleians?Õ We concluded that the International 

Baccalaureate had many virtues, but would not 

suit at least a third of Radleians, the less 

academically able and specialist scientists. We 

have been very interested in the bold new  

Cambridge Pre-U courses developed by 

Cambridge International Examinations, but we 

feel that they are novel and untried, and we want 

to assess their acceptabil ity to universities and 

indeed the way in which candidates are 

examined and assessed, before we commit 

ourselves. A few departments may trial Pre-U 

papers w ith particular sets. So we are staying 

with the A level system for the time being, and 

we believe that the new A levels (post 2008) are 

more demanding and more satisfactory than their  

predecessors.   

 

A Levels 

 

In 2000 these were restructured by the 

government:  

 
 

¥ a new Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level (for 17 
plus) was developed, with 3 units of 

assessment (2 units from 2008), at a standard 

students can be expected to achieve in one year 

of full time study after GCSE. It is worth 50% 

of a full A  level, and is recognised as a discrete 

exam by UCAS. The modules are examined in 

ways more akin to GCSE (fewer essays in the 

Arts subjects, for example) and there are 

coursework units in some subjects. 
 
 

¥ an A level  consists of these AS modules, and 3 

(soon to be 2) more modules, called A2. There 

is a synoptic module, at the end, drawing all of 

the A level skills together. 
  
 

¥  There wil l, from 2010, be A* grades. These will  

be difficult to achieve Ð a candidate will have 

to attain    90% in   his   A2    papers   to   

qualify.  
 

     About 15% of A2 exams sat by Radleians in 

Summer 2008 would have been graded A* on 

these criteria.  
 
 

¥ UCAS, the Universities Admissions System, is 

in the process of modifying i ts Applicant 

Profile (the way the Forms are set out) to give 

credit, in points, to other achievements. 
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RadleyÕs System 
 
We felt it important to take advantage of these changes to ensure boys study more in the Sixth Form than 

they did under the old dispensation. We therefore timetable subjects in 5 blocks. The subjects are placed 

in blocks to ensure that desirable combinations are possible, for example, Chemistry /  Biology /  Maths /  

Physics, or English /  Latin /  Economics /  History. This occasionally precludes a particular combination 

which a boy might like to do. In timetabling 5 academic years across the 13-18 age range it is sometimes 

impossible to staff a particular subjectÕs lower and upper school teaching programme, which would be the 

consequence of block changes made to accommodate these requests.  

 

 Block 1 Block 2 Block 3        Block 4 Block 5 
 
 Art  Biology  Classics         Classics Economics 

 Chemistry  Design  Design         French French 

 English English Economics        Geography History 

 Mathematics* Latin Economics & Business         Greek** Physics 

 Poli tics Physics Geology        Mathematics 

 Spanish Theatre Studies German**        Further Maths 

   Further Maths        Religious Studies 

   Poli tics          

   Spanish 
 
 
Further Maths must be chosen in both blocks 3 and 4. A and AS level Music, Music Technology 
and Electronics are avai lable. Music and M usic Technology w il l be placed into a block by June. 
This decision w il l enable the maximum number of boys to take the subject concerned. Once their 
blocks are fi nal ised, M usic and M usic Technology cannot be moved.  If numbers w ishing to do a 
subject are uneconomically small, we reserve the r ight to w ithdraw that subject.  
 
*Only boys w ho have taken IGCSE in the Remove may opt to take Mathematics in block 1. 
**German and Greek are subject to a change of block, given most demand.  

 
Only one subject from each of these blocks can be chosen. 

 
 
Four A levels 
 
Radley, along with a number of academic 
schools, expects most boys to do 4 A levels, 
comprised of 4 AS and 4 A2 courses. University  
admission tutors expect our candidates to have 
done a stretching 4 A level programme and  
make offers to Radleians on that basis. The 4 A  
level programme also al lows greater educational  

 
 
 
breadth (see complementari ty, below). I t may be 
advisable for a few  boys to take 4 AS and only 3 
A2 levels Ð the Head of Learning Support’s 
guidance in this decision is central. Some boys 
will choose to do 5 A levels, and that is quite 
permissible. 
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Linearity 
 
All modules will be taken at the end of VI.2 
unless a boy drops a subject, and intends only 
to take it to AS Level. Even then, departments 
reserve the right to provide a Ôlong, thin AS levelÕ 
on a reduced number of periods over two years. 
This policy of linearity (all Exams at the end of 
VI.2), has been adopted for these reasons:  
 
(a) it enables departments to teach AS and A2 

units in the most logical order,  
(b) it avoids the loss of weeks of teaching time 

in the summer of VI.1, as boys take AS 
examinations,  

(c) it permits boys to take exams designed for 17 
year olds at 18, w ith the consequent benefits 
of maturity and experience.  

 
It has worked very well since 2000. During the 
last 5 years RadleyÕs mixed abili ty sixth forms 
have achieved an average of 89% A / B. In 2008 
and 2009 the year groups achieved c. 90.5% A / B.   
 

Complementarity  
 
We have always supported the idea of com-
plementari ty, that is contrasting A levels. We 
believe it a good thing to allow boys to do 3 
subjects which support each other, and develop a 
traditional A level specialism, but we have 
encouraged boys to take one subject, in addition, 
from the other side of the Arts/ Science divide. 
Traditionally we have argued that the 
specialisation, the focus on Arts or Science 
combinations, has been beneficial for all the A  
levels a boy takes as he develops transferable 
techniques (essay wri ting for the Arts student for  
example). But our 4 A level norm retains that 
beneficial bias to one side or the other whilst at 
the same time allowing many boys to continue 
with a subject they have enjoyed at GCSE from a 
different discipl ine. (So, 3 Arts with 1 Science, or  
3 Sciences with 1 Art). However, we do recognise 
that this complementarity may not suit all boys.  
 
Some subjects  do naturally combine well  with 
both Arts and Science orientated combinations: in 
particular, Maths, Design, Economics, Geology,  
Geography, Music Technology and Music to AS 
level. 

 
 
There is a considerable variety of possible subject 
combinations. Some examples: 
 Chem, Biology, Maths, History/ French 
  or English, Latin, Economics, Physics/ Maths 
  or French, Spanish, Biology, Maths/ History 
  or Further Maths, Physics, English 
  or English, History, Design, French 

 
We do recognise, however, that some 
complementary combinations may not be 
possible.  
 
Principles of Choice 
 
It is very important that parents and boys take 
the advice of the Sub Warden, of Tutors and of 
Heads of Department and the Director of 
University Entrance when resolving the number 
of subjects and the combination of those 
subjects. 
 
In guiding their choice it is important to note that: 
• Offers from good universi t ies to candidates 

wishing t o read Sci ences are l i kely to be more 
generous than for Art s candidates. Universi ties 
are faced with a shortage of good scientists. 
Therefore, if a boy is uncertain about whether  
to read Arts or Sciences and could equally well  
do both, he should seriously consider a Science 
A Level combination as a means to a place at 
one of the better universi ties outside Oxbridge. 
At Oxbridge high grades are demanded in 
both A rts and Sciences. 

¥ Where a boy i s undecided about  the future, his 
choice wi l l  qui t e natural l y be determined by 
his int erest  in, and apt i tude for, various 
subject s. Boys should beware not to put too 
great a store by A* GCSE grades as opposed to 
A grades. There is li ttle to restrict the choice of 
the non-scientist, though various combinations 
of subjects are often followed and have been 
found advantageous; details are discussed 
under the various subject headings below . 

¥ A boy wi th scient i fi c ambit ions may find his 
choice of A Level  subject  rather more 
rest ri ct ed. For the study of Medicine, good 
grades are required in Chemistry, and usually  
in Biology with Physics or Maths. Anyone 
considering a course in Veterinary Science 
must take Chemistry, and is strongly advised 
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to take Biology since it is now required by the 
majority of Veterinary Schools. For  
Engineering, Maths and Physics are required 
A Level subjects. These may be combined with 
Further Maths, Chemistry or Design. 
However, where strong Maths can be 
demonstrated in the single subject, a fourth 
non-scientific subject would be acceptable. By 
contrast, entry to the Services, the professions, 
teaching, the Civil  Service, business and 
industry rarely requires a particular A Level  
subject. 

 
The time-scale for boys to make choices is as  
follows: 
 
December 2009 
Parents receive this booklet and discuss choices 
with boys over the Christmas holidays. 
 
January 7th  2010 
Fifth Form boys meet with the Sub Warden about 
their choices. They receive a blank form on which 
to w ri te their prel iminary selection. 
 
January 7th-14th  
Discussion of preliminary choices by Boys, 
Tutors, Heads of Department, the Sub Warden, 
and the Director of Universi ty Entrance. 
 
January 14th  
A  second meeting to hand in choice forms. Those 
choice forms will  be scrutinised by the Sub 
Warden, the timetabler,  Heads of Department, 
and the Director of Universi ty Entrance. 
 
February 12th  
The ParentsÕ meeting to confirm or review boysÕ 
initial  choices. 
 
February 26th  
Boys and Tutors make revised choices. We would 
like these choices to be as firm as possible to 
assist with the planning of staffing and 
timetabling, al though there is, of course, some 
flexibili ty for change thereafter. 
 
As indicated earlier, most boys will choose 
4AS/ A2 courses. If a boy chooses 5AS courses 
with the intention of taking 4 at A2, or 4AS  
courses with the intention of taking 3 at A2, then 
Ð whilst i t would be very helpful to know which 

subject he were intending to drop Ð realistically  
we  would  resolve  the issue during the VI.1 year 
in consultation with Tutor, Heads of Department 
and the Sub Warden. 
 
Sixth Form Work 
 
There is something of a gulf between GCSE and 
A Level work which the new AS will help to 
bridge. Lower School work is tightly structured. 
The Sixth Former has to learn quickly how to be 
independent, to manage his time, to meet 
assignment deadlines, to w ri te essays and take 
notes from directed reading. A Sixth Form Study 
Skills booklet sets out guidelines for time 
management, noting, reading, essay writing and 
revision, and every Radleian is given one at his 
embarkation on the Sixth Form voyage.  
 
Equally significant is a boyÕs choice of a Form 
Master, who may teach one of his A Levels, 
whose brief is to educate the Sixth Former Ñ   
 
(a) to develop those independent working  

habits outl ined above, 
(b) to monitor work and time spent outside 

lessons through fortnightly tutorials, 
(c) to give specialist universi ty advice (along 

side the Tutor and the Director of Universi ty 
Entrance), 

(d) to foster study beyond the scope of A Levels,  
(e) and to promote the boyÕs cultural  

enrichment.  

 

The Form Masters are a team and they have 

training sessions, to facili tate this role. 
 
A number of boys will  emerge early in VI.1 as 
possible Oxbridge candidates; each year we 
determine a long list at the end of the Lent Term. 
Competition at Oxbridge is intense. Departments 
will be teaching these boys from April of the VI.1 
year with Oxbridge in mind. M oreover, the 
Crowson Society (an elected group of 12 to 15 
VI.1 boys) under M r M osedale, and the Upper 
Sixth Society (a second elected group of 15 to 18 
VI.2 boys) under the direction of Dr Summerly, 
aim to broaden their minds, introduce them to 
moral, phi losophical, li terary, scientific and 
historical  problems at fortnightly meetings.  
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In addition, each term VI.1 will attend a lecture 
on an ethical or moral subject which is designed 
both to educate and to stimulate discussion. This 
is part of a Personal and Social Development 
programme which runs through Radley from the 
Shells to VI.2. 
 
The Wider Sixth Form Programme 
 
September 2009 saw the inauguration of a radical 
departure in the non-A level programme for 
VI.1. We have been concerned both to extend the 
opportunities for Sixth Formers to pursue 
Independent Learning and to provide them with 
a challenging, rigorous introduction to significant 
intellectual developments in the world since the 
Renaissance. A  levels do not provide such an 
holistic programme, nor do they promote original 
research. 
 
The results of much discussion and planning is a 
course unique to Radley: 'Standing on the 
Shoulders of Giants' is a chronological course of 
sixteen 40 minute lectures over two and a half 
terms delivered by Radley dons, in pairs or  
threes, tackling important issues across time from 
their different perspectives: e.g. Romanticisim; 
Revolution; Marxism and Feminism; the 
Individual and the State; Embracing Death; 
Defining Life. Each cycle the VI.1 year group is 
broken into smaller Form units led by a don to 
discuss issues raised in the core lecture. The 
course of lectures ends in the middle March in 6.1 

thereafter, all Oxbridge candidates Ð and any 
others who are keen to do this Ð wil l be taught 
research techniques and wi ll choose an Extended 
Project ti tle, based on an aspect of the course they 
followed. The Edexcel Extended Project is a work 
of 6,000 words and has the status of an AS level 
when satisfactorily completed: we expect i t to be 
researched and wri tten in the second half of the 
Summer Term in 2011 and across the Summer 
holidays, for submission in early September; we 
believe i t will be of considerable benefit to a boy's 
universi ty appl ication.  
 
In VI.2, boys attend a weekly lecture given by a 
distinguished expert in a particular field. The 
Lecture cycle for Michaelmas 2009 (see below) 
gives an insight into some of the issues covered; 
the lectures are designed to inform, and also to 
provoke.  
 
Finally, a word of reassurance: as schools we face 
many demands for change at the outset of the 
21st century. However, the innovations set out 
within these pages only serve to reinforce the 
traditional beliefs which we hold about the 
nature of our work at Radley, and our  
relationships with, and duties towards, parents 
and boys alike.   
 

Andrew Reekes 
Sub Warden and Director of Studies 
December 2009.

 
 

Sixth form lecture programme Michaelmas 2009. 
 

18th September 'The Importance of India'. Jonathan Peti t, venture capitalist in India. 

25th September 'The Credit Crunch'. Nicholas Fawcett, LM H, University of Oxford. 

1st October (with 6.1). 'Iran, Obama and the Future of American foreign policy' 

Dr Trevor McCrisken, University of Oxford. 

9th October 'In the Steps of Shackleton'. Captain Henry Worsley, explorer. 

16th October 'Poland v Russia'. Charles Crawford, formerly Bri tish Ambassador to Poland. 

22nd October (with 6.1) 'Manufacturing in the UK'. Sir John Rose, Chief Executive of Rolls Royce.  

6th November 'Forensic Science, Principles and Practice'. Dr Angela Gallop 

13th November 'The poli tical  Landscape'. John Whittingdale MP 

18th November 9am to 3.30pm. Radley/ St Helen's Conference at Radley  

Tom Bower, Paul Watson, Lyse Doucet and John Ryley. 'Media, a force for good?' 

27th November 'The importance of Charles Darwin'. Angus Buckling, University of Oxford.  

30th November 'M odern Warfare', Professor Richard Holmes, Cranfield University.  
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University Entrance         P.W. Gamble 
 

Admission to degree courses is mainly governed 
by performance (actual or predicted) at A level  
(nowadays this can even extend to the 
requirement of an A* grade, or specified high 
UMS scores). One can apply before A levels,  
either for a place for the following year or for the 
year after that (known as deferred entry). 
A lternatively one can apply after A levels, taking 
a ÒGapÓ year. In the first case universities make 
conditional offers based on A levels to be taken at 
the end of 6.2: in the second they make 
unconditional offers based on A level results. 
RadleyÕs policy is for boys to take AS and A2 
exams together at the end of 6.2, and a statement 
to this effect is added to each boyÕs reference. 
This policy in no way affects boysÕ chances of a 
favourable offer at top universi ties.  
 
Competition for places, especially in the more 
popular subjects, e.g. English, History, Law and 
Medicine, is very  keen. As well as proven abi lity  
in A Level study, candidates need to show the 
qualities of enthusiasm, commitment, 
independence of judgment and, above all , self-
motivation. Some degree courses will require 
certain subjects to have been studied to A Level; 
others wi ll accept any combination. For some 
subjects, i t is important to have done relevant 
work experience: these include Medicine, 
Veterinary Science, Law and Engineering.  For  
these reasons it is essential  to plan ahead.  
 
The best resource for finding out what is 
available is the Internet, especially the UCAS 
website (www.ucas.com - then go to ÒSearchÓ), 
which lists all degree courses in the UK and the 
requirements for entry to them. During the 6.1 
year, boys are recommended to find out about  
courses for themselves (with appropriate advice 
and assistance) using the books and prospectuses 
available in the Careers Room and through visi ts 
to particular colleges and universities. In addition 
we produce our own Higher Education Guide 
which all  parents receive in the Lent Term of 6.1.  
 
Advice on higher education is always avai lable 
from Tutors, Heads of Departments, Form 
Masters and the Director of Universi ty Entrance. 
Boys are also encouraged to make informal visits,  
which can be more productive than official ÔOpen 
DaysÕ. Apart from choice of subject and 
institution, the key decision is whether to apply 
pre-A level  or post-A level,  with decisions about 

 

 
the viabili ty of a ÔGapÕ year usually determining 
which is the right option. 
 
A ll UCAS applications are made online. For all  
subjects at Oxford and Cambridge and for  
Medicine and Veterinary Science everywhere, 
applications must be submitted by 15th October; 
planning therefore should be completed in the 
previous Summer Term. Appl ications for other  
universi ties are due by 15th January but, to 
maximise opportunity, should be submitted by 
Leave Away in October. Oxford and Cambridge 
interview some candidates in December. Other  
universi ties rarely interview candidates, but 
sometimes require them to attend an Open Day. 
Candidates for Medicine may expect to be 
interviewed. In addition to the interview  
techniques course run by the Careers 
Department, practice interviews can be arranged 
for all boys if  they are required for interview at 
particular universities. 
 
US Universities    
 
There is a good deal to commend the often more 
rounded form of higher education offered in the 
USA.  Each year a number of Radleians show  
interest in applying to US universi ties, and some 
do complete a move in that direction for their  
undergraduate studies.  The admissions 
arrangements are far more complex than those 
administered for UK universities by UCAS, with 
many more institutions from which to choose and 
a process that is more detailed and demanding.  
Additionally, the SAT tests are a prominent 
feature of the process for which there is no UK 
parallel. 
 
An experienced adviser in this field, Jon Tabbert, 
operates in partnership with Radley, to ensure 
that good quali ty initial advice is available to 
those who are considering applying to US 
universi ties.  Early contact with him (via the 
Director of University Entrance) is strongly  
recommended. 
 
For those who decide to commit to the process of 
application, it will be necessary to work closely  
on a private basis with an adviser such as Jon 
Tabbert and to undergo the preparation that is 
specific to the SAT tests.  Radley is an official SAT 
test centre, which eases that part of the process. 
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Careers in the Sixth Form 
                                   M.R. Wright 
 
We offer a series of events throughout the Sixth 

Form so that your son wil l have some idea of the 

career implications of his choice of Higher 

Education. 

 

Careers Seminars are held during the year with 

relevant professionals to give the boys an 

opportunity to discuss specific career areas.  

Visi ts, courses and practical advice are also 

available on almost every aspect of future career  

development. 

 

Much advice is provided regarding Gap year 
placements.  Lectures are organised, and the 

database ÒWorldwide Volunteering for Young 

PeopleÓ, which provides contacts, can be 

accessed in the Library.  

 

In the Summer Term we hold the VI.1 Choices 
Conference.  The aim of this is to enable your son 

to become more aware of the choices that face 

him as he leaves Radley and in the years 

immediately fol lowing.  The three main elements 

of the Choices Conference are the Radleian 

Society, Gap year planning and Career Choice. 

 

In the Michaelmas Term of VI.2 the Interview 
Techniques Course provides an introduction to 

completing forms, compiling a CV and preparing 

for interview.  As part of the course each boy is 

given a practice interview, the aim of which is to 

develop general interview techniques.  This is 

designed to complement the subject specific 

mock universi ty interviews that are arranged by 

academic departments.  The majority of boys opt 

to be interviewed on camera by a visi ting 

company that has considerable experience in this 

field, whilst the remainder are interviewed by a 

Radley parent or Old Radleian.  

 

 

 

 

A ll boys in VI.1 are expected to partake in Work 
Experience at some stage during the year.  We 

support a programme designed to give boys a 

taste of a particular career; i t is important that 

such placements offer a useful introduction 

rather than menial work.  Many university  

courses such as Medicine, Veterinary Science, 

Law and Engineering expect boys to have 

undertaken extensive work experience prior to 

application.  Placements ideally occur during the 

Easter or Summer holidays.  I t is recommended 

that boys organise their own work experience, 

but help is provided if sought in good time.  

There are plans to expose 6.1 boys to a series of 

career areas, which may help guide their choices, 

during the General Studies Programme. 
 

The Careers Centre is a fully equipped area 

separated from the main part of the library.  It is 

fully catalogued and linked to the main l ibrary  

computer databases.  There are computers with 

internet access and the room is designed for  

study and meetings. Regular Career Surgeries 

are held in the centre for boys who wish to 

discuss their future or need help with 

applications and CVs. It can be used as an area to 

quietly browse universi ty and career related 

software packages. The department currently  

runs ISCOÕs Futurewise,  JED, Higher Ideas and 

KUDOS..  

 

The Careers Centre stocks a great number of 

books, magazines and prospectuses on careers, 

gap years and universi ties, as well as videos and 

materials on study skills, decision making, self-

awareness, C.V. completion and interview skil ls. 

Members of the Careers Department are always 

available to discuss ideas and give advice.  M ore 

information is available on the Radley College 

website (www.radley.org.uk). 
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Art                                       I.P. Ellis 
 
The AS and A2 Art and Design syllabus is a 

natural progression from GCSE and clearly helps 

to meet the needs of those boys who are 

intending to undertake further studies in Art and 

Design. It is also beneficial to those who w ish to 

take up careers for which an Art and Design 

background is relevant. Finally i t allows those 

boys, who may have a genuine interest and 

enthusiasm for the subject, who are not 

necessarily intending to study the subject beyond 

sixth form to realise their full potential in this 

area. 

 

While undertaking the courses on offer, students 

will have an opportunity to express ideas using a 

variety of media such as draw ing, painting, 

sculpture, ceramics, print-making and digi tal film 

and photography, in short, any way that seems 

right for the chosen subject theme Ð which could 

be highly observed, fully abstracted or  

somewhere between the two. 

 

AS 
 

The AS comprises of two units of assessment. It  

may be taken as a one year free standing 

qualification, or i t may be undertaken as the first 

half of a full A  level qualification. 

 

The two units of assessment are: 

 

Development of a coursework portfol io   

exemplifying work carried out during the AS 

course. 

 

An externally-set assignment, containing five 

starting points. Candidates choose one. 

 

A2 
 

The Advanced level comprises a further two 

units of assessment, with candidates producing 

an Ôindependent studyÕ based on a particular  

artist, movement or technique relevant to the 

studentÕs own work. 

 

The two units of assessment are: 

  

 Personal Study 

 Control led Test 

 

Requirements 
 

It is hoped that candidates for the two courses 

will have studied Art and Design at GCSE level  

though this is not a prerequisite. While both 

courses are intended to meet the needs of 

candidates who will undertake further studies in 

Art and Design, they are also relevant for those 

who pursue careers for which a background in 

Art and Design is an asset.  

 

After A level 
 

There is a vast number of Higher Education 

courses available in the Arts. These courses cover 

a wide range of future career possibili ties 

including architecture, advertising, product 

design, fashion and textile design, multi media, 

photography, ceramics, printmaking, museum 

and gallery work, teaching and many others. 

Bri tish Art Colleges have gained a reputation for  

being at the forefront of A rt Education in Europe 

and the quali ty of their facili ties and tuition is, in 

many cases, excellent. Students wishing to gain 

entry to these courses usual ly undertake a 

ÔFoundation CourseÕ at A rt Col lege of one yearÕs 

duration. This normally leads on to a full honours 

degree. 
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 Classics       D.W.S. Roques 
 
The Classics Department offers courses to A  
Level and beyond in Classics, Greek and Latin. 
Any combination of these three subjects may be 
taken together, and any one or two of them may 
be taken in conjunction with most other  
disciplines. Latin and/ or Greek work especially  
well with such subjects as English, History, 
Mathematics, and M odern Languages. Classics 
complements particularly well such subjects as 
History, English, and Theatre Studies. 
 

Classics (OCR H438) 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/download/kd/ocr_9611_kd_gce
_spec.pdf 
 
The course, which offers great flexibil ity by 
allowing a selection from Ancient H istory and 
Classical Civil isation units, follows naturally  
from GCSE Classical Civilisation. I t involves the 
study of major aspects of the society and culture 
of the ancient world. These include l iterary, 
historical and artistic topics of different areas and 
cultures, concentrating on plays, poems, artifacts 
and achievements that are the bedrock of western 
civil isation.  The li terature and sources studied in 
this course are read in translation, with no 
knowledge of Greek or Latin required, meaning 
that all can get to grips with inspiring works from 
genres such as epic and tragedy.  To complement 
this course, tours of the major classical si tes of 
Greece and Italy are arranged regularly, as well  
as visi ts to remains and museums closer to home.  
 
Classics is offered in blocks 3 and 4, allowing us 
to provide courses with different emphases that 
will  enable boys to follow  their personal 
enthusiasms. Boys who are considering opting 
for Classics should therefore consult with their  
teaching don and the Head of Department for  
advice about the most suitable route for them.   
 
Greek (OCR H440) and Latin (OCR H439) 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/download/kd/ocr_9611_kd_gce
_spec.pdf 
 
The specifications for Greek and Latin are evenly  
balanced between language work and the study 
of li terature. The courses include the reading and 
appreciation of works of Greek or Latin li terature, 
principally in the original, always studied in the 
context of the history and culture of Greece and 
Rome. The literature studied at AS consists of 
relatively short portions of prose  and  verse texts,  
which lead onto more  advanced  set text study at  

 

 
A2. A t both AS and A2 there is translation from 
and into the relevant language. The specifications 
are designed both to provide courses which are 
complete in themselves and to give the 
appropriate basis for those who wish to go on 
and study the subjects at universi ty. 
  
Requirements 
 
All three subjects follow on from a relevant 
GCSE, though i t would be possible to start 
Classics from scratch with a grounding provided 
by a GCSE in another classical subject (i.e. Latin 
or Greek). If a boy would like to start Classics 
without a classical GCSE, a genuine and 
demonstrable interest in the classical world 
would be the paramount requirement. 
 
After A level 
 
There is a wide range of courses at university  
involving classical subjects. For Classics (i.e. Latin 
and Greek), Latin is still usually required; whi le 
Greek is not obligatory, it is obviously an 
advantage to have a qualification in the subject. 
There are also many popular and respected 
Ancient History and Classical Civilisation courses 
where no linguistic expertise is required and for  
which the OCR Classics A  level is an excellent 
preparation; some concentrate on the classical 
world, but others range more widely through the 
Mediterranean and Middle East. Classics is, 
likewise, a useful starting point for courses in 
Archaeology. 
 
Classical subjects readily combine with a wide 
range of arts subjects. The most common 
combinations are Latin or Classics and Modern 
Languages, Classics and English, Ancient and 
Modern History, though other combinations are 
possible, particularly within modular courses. 
 
Classical subjects remain excellent preparation 
for studying non-school subjects at university  
such  as  Law,  Oriental  Studies  or  Philosophy.  
 
Radleians who go on to take a Classics related 
course at university (and a good number 
invariably do) can do this in the knowledge that 
graduates of this discipline are, according to a 
recent survey, regarded as most employable, 
because they will have demonstrated adaptabi lity  
and flexibili ty, quali ties that are increasingly  
coveted by employers.  
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Design & Technology      R. Johnson 
 
Much of the evidence shows that design 

continues to be seen as an increasingly important 

factor in determining the UKÕs competitiveness 

and our qual ity of life.  As awareness has grown, 

there is a greater appeti te for innovation and the 

effective use of design. But there are also new  

challenges, especially of e-commerce, 

environmental pressures and changing work 

patterns.  A ll are challenges which organisations 

will need to address - all are challenges which 

design can help us meet. 

 

Because of this, Design related degree courses are 

now the second largest area of universi ty study in 

the UK, just behind Law.  The study of design 

technology is a good preparation for life in the 

modern world. Learning is centred on training 

the mind to assimilate information and apply this 

in a logical and creative manner. The skills 

developed in Design and Technology go far  

beyond the subject specific, having relevance to a 

very broad range of academic and professional 

pursuits. Design, engineering and technology are 

the key subjects in teaching people to 'add value'. 

The ability to contribute in this way is fast 

becoming a prerequisi te amongst the work force 

of progressive companies. 

 

It is our hope that, through the study of Design 

and Technology, our students wil l be better  

equipped to play a dynamic role in the 

Technological revolution which shows no sign of 

abating. We are pleased to be able to offer the 

Edexcel syl labus in Design and Technology 

which we feel provides an opportunity for all  

pupils to achieve at a higher level. The sixth form 

course provides a natural progression from the 

experience gained in the lower school, whi le 

retaining the core aims that have been developed 

over several years. While it is not necessary for  

boys to have studied Design and Technology at 

GCSE, i t is certainly an advantage. However, 

those  who  have  demonstrated  sound numerical  

 

 

 

and literacy skil ls, together with a creative mind, 

would be equally suited to the AS course. On 

completion of the AS, a more accurate assessment 

of an individual's sui tabili ty for the full  A  level  

can be made. 

 
 

1. Planning, project formulation & 

management skills. 

 

2. Experimentation &  problem solving 

techniques. 

 

3. ICT & information handling skil ls 

including Computer A ided Design &  

Manufacture. 

 

4. Numeracy. 

 

5. Reporting & communication skills. 

 

6. Appraisal, evaluation, testing &  

validating ideas. 

 

7. Ability to work independently, be part of 

a team and be self reliant.     

 

8. Innovation - imaginative thought 

promoting enquiry. 

 

9. Application of scientific, mathematical, 

aesthetic and economic principles. 

 

10. Graphical communication skills.  

 

11. Use of a w ide variety of Engineering 

machinery. 

 

12. Artistic development and understanding. 

 

13. Social , moral & cultural issues. 
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The Course Structure (Overview of units):  

An outline of the EdexcelÕs GCE in Design and Technology: Product design is listed below  - further details 

are available on EdexcelÕs website.  
 

Product Design: Resistant Materials Technology (8RM 01/ 9RM01) 

            

Unit  Title      Level  Assessment mode 
1  Portfolio of creative skil ls (30%)   AS  Internal 

2  Design and Technology in practice (20%) AS  External 

3  Designing for the future (20%)   A2  External 

4  Commercial design (30%)   A2  Internal 
 

Requirements 
 
Design and Technology complements a very 
broad range of subjects. Traditional combinations 
with Mathematics, Sciences, Economics and A rt 
have proved particularly popular in the past, as 
have combinations with Languages, Geography 
and Geology. 
 
After A level 
 
Beyond Radley, Design and Technology is a 
universally accepted qualification for university  
entrance. In our recent experience, the 
qualification has proved not only acceptable to 
universi ties but also attractive, due to the tangible 
project work through which a student can 
demonstrate his motivation, organisational skills 
and ability to tackle and solve real problems. A  
good grade in the subject indicates an abili ty to 
apply knowledge and understanding in a creative 
way. It is the cultivation of creative thinking and 
the ability to innovate that makes Design and 
Technology applicable to so many career paths, 
not just the obvious ones:- Industrial  Design, 
Product Design, Manufacturing Engineering, 
Architecture, Computing, Automotive design, 
Electronic and Electrical Engineering, Mechanical 
engineering, Interior Design, Graphic Design, 
Textile Design, Fashion Design, Silversmithing 
and Jewellery, Furni ture Design, Internet /  Web 
Design, Interior Design, Theatre Design, 
Ceramics w ith Glass and Landscape Architecture.  
Design and Technology encompasses a wide arch 
of experience between Engineering and A rt - 
linear and lateral thought. 
 
Electronics AS 
 
This is a one-year course leading to an AS. Pupils 
considering this course will already have a well  
established interest in electronics and will have 
studied the electronics module for their GCSE 
Design and Technology course. 

 
 
The course aims to stimulate and sustain an 
interest in electronics and its applications, and to 
promote awareness and understanding of the 
social and economic implications of electronics in 
our technologically based society. I t provides a 
body of knowledge both for those not studying 
the subject beyond this stage, and also serves as a 
foundation for more advanced studies. The 
course seeks to develop the skills of observation, 
experimentation and the processing and 
interpretation of data and to foster relevant 
communication skills. 
 
The AS level course is comprised of two modules, 
each being examined at the end of the year, and 
each carries 40% of the total score. Candidates 
will also complete a project that carries 20% of the 
score. The project is expected to take between 15 
and 20 hours and includes the design and 
development of a circui t, and a project report. 
Candidates are not required to consider casings 
or marketing of the project, and the finished 
circuit can be presented on printed circui t board, 
stripboard or prototype board. 
 
Whilst the study of Maths and Physics is not a 
requirement, the work is complementary and 
students not studying A level Maths may find 
electronics especially demanding. Experience has 
shown that electronics students find the work 
advantageous to the A level Physics course. 
 
Former pupils who have studied the course have 
found themselves at an advantage in university  
courses including Engineering, Architecture, 
Natural Sciences, Industrial Design and 
Computation. 
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Economics                      Mrs N.J. King 
Economics & Business  
 
The Economics & Business Department offers 
two A levels:  Economics A level (AQA), and 
Economics &  Business A level (Edexcel). Due to 
the nature of the overlap in material , students 
will not be able to study both these courses. The 
Economics A level offers a more theoretical  
course, whilst the Economics and Business offers 
an accessible option for students of all abi lities.  
Economics is available in both block 3 and block 
5, whilst Economics and Business is available in 
block 3 only.   
 

Economics 
 

Economics is the academic discipl ine concerning 
how society organises i tself to use its scarce 
resources most effectively. I t is therefore 
primarily a subject for a student who has a 
natural curiosity about how society works and is 
keen to be able to discuss topical economic issues.  
It has hues of mathematics, psychology, 
geography and sociology within its sphere of 
study and thus can appeal to a wide audience. 
 

AS 
 

The first year course covers two modules and 
incorporates all the basic tools in an economistÕs 
analytical kit box. In the first module we study 
microeconomics, attempting to explain how  
markets work.  We examine, for example, why 
prices fluctuate in the UK housing market and 
why the price of basic commodities can affect 
complementary industries.  We go on to study 
why certain markets fail to deliver the best 
results, such as those for hard drugs or nuclear  
energy. A lternative government remedies are 
weighed against each other to enable students to 
analyse cri tically the GovernmentÕs social and 
economic programme. In the second module we 
introduce the student to the problems of the 
wider (macro) economy, such as inflation and 
unemployment. This will  enable the student to 
understand how and why the Government 
manipulates taxes and public spending at times, 
and why the Bank of EnglandÕs M onetary Policy  
Committee al ters interest rates. 
 
A Level 
 
The full  A  Level is achieved by completing the 
two A2 modules in the second year.  Once again 
the spl it is between micro economics and 
macroeconomics,  building  upon  the  first  yearÕs  
work.   The   respective   central   themes  here  are 

 

 
 
what drive firms to be efficient and how labour 
markets work, followed by a study of the 
international economy and the workings of the 
European Union. The concepts of AS are brought 
in and extended to cope w ith the increased 
complexity of the issues. A t the end of the course, 
students should be able to analyse critically such 
thorny issues as whether the UK should join the 
Single European Currency, whether the London 
Underground should be privatised and the 
problem of welfare reform. 
 
Requirements 
 
The principal requirement is one of enthusiasm 
and commitment to keep abreast of current 
affairs and read around the subject. However 
since the questions are largely in the form of data 
response and essays, it is important that students 
considering Economics are numerate, confident 
at interpreting graphs and able to handle essay 
wri ting; students have to use language carefully  
and construct arguments logically.  The bulk of 
the subject involves students learning to view the 
world through new concepts and as such, an 
open, enquiring mind and an abi lity to handle 
nebulous concepts is essential. We advise that a 
GCSE grade A standard in Maths is a minimum 
requirement for success at Economics A Level. 
 
After A Level 
 
If students are considering reading Economics at 
a leading universi ty (Cambridge, Oxford, LSE, 
Warwick, Bristol, Bath), it is essential to take A  
level Mathematics in tandem with Economics.  
Whilst A level Mathematics is not essential for all  
Economics degrees, i t is becoming more and 
more useful as a discriminator between potential  
candidates at the top universi ties.  Typical offers 
for potential students range from A*AA to BBB. 
 
Economics can be easily combined w ith other  
subjects at degree level, such as Accounting, 
History, Geography or Poli tics.  Combining 
Economics with other subjects often removes the 
need for Mathematics A level.  Other A level  
subject combinations that are welcome at 
universi ties include Sciences, H istory, Poli tics, 
Geography and Languages.  M ore information 
about the requirements for HE courses is 
available from Nicola King in the Economics 
Department. 
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Economics & Business   
 
 

Economics and Business A level is an interesting 
and innovative course that allows students to 
enjoy the academic rigour and theoretical aspects 
of economics, whi lst rooting the theory firmly in 
the real world by studying the activi ties of 
businesses.  The context of study ranges from 
local markets to the global stage and emphasises 
the importance of international awareness for all  
businesses.  This course wil l sui t students who 
have a keen curiosi ty about the business world 
and who wish to understand the fundamental 
rules and determinants of business behaviour.     
 

AS 
 

The AS spli ts into two units, Developing New  
Business Ideas and Business Economics. The first 
section of the course starts with a close 
examination of why and how businesses start up, 
focusing on issues such as funding the enterprise, 
recruiting appropriate skills and finding gaps in 
the market that can be exploi ted.  This is taken 
further w ithin the Business Economics section by 
studying the type of businesses that succeed and 
looking at the scale of production.  A broad view  
is examined, looking at the environment that 
businesses function within, and how actions by 
governments, consumers, pressure groups and 
competitor firms can affect the success of an 
individual firm. 
 

A2 
 

A t A2 a more international flavour takes over, 
and study turns to global tigers such as China 
and India, and the implications of trading 
internationally.  The question of control of 
multinational corporations is raised, allowing 
scrutiny of possible methods of influence on their  
behaviour.  International competi tiveness is 
examined, looking at how fi rms from different 
countries compete with one another in the global 
arena.  Returning once again to the UK business 
environment, study continues in both the success 
and failure of micro markets and government 
intervention to correct failure and enhance 
economic welfare. 

 
 
 
How does it differ from Economics? 
 
Wi thin the EB A level all concepts are taught in 
context, giving a concrete framework within 
which theory can be developed.  Students will  
often start out with a case study which 
encourages them to mobilise relevant prior  
knowledge and explore possible ways of using 
that information in a variety of scenarios. 
 
In contrast to Economics A level in which some 
theoretical models can be abstract and 
conceptually demanding, EB A level employs a 
more practical approach using live business case 
studies.  I t is more accessible by nature and relies 
less heavi ly on mathematical modelling. 
 
Requirements 
 
Students need to be interested in business current 
affairs and be prepared to read around the 
subject a great deal.  There is considerable use of 
technical jargon and students will need to be able 
to marshal arguments to support their line of 
reasoning and use their theory to apply to a wide 
range of unseen scenarios.  The course involves 
mathematical calculations, so i t is recommended 
that students offer reasonable levels of numeracy.  
The A level will be examined using a 
combination of multiple choice questions, short 
answer questions and essays. 
 
The subject combines particularly well with 
Geography, Poli tics, Mathematics, Modern 
Languages and H istory. 
 
After A Level 
 
Economics & Business will  enable students to 
study a range of degree courses such as Business 
Administration, Economics, Finance, 
Accountancy, Geography and International 
Studies.  Offers for these courses typically range 
from AAA Ð BBC. Careers for graduates are 
widespread and if combined with languages, can 
involve travel and work abroad.  Graduates enjoy 
particularly high employment rates. 
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English Literature           C.J. Ellott 
 

Course Structure  
 

The A Level consists of four units, two of which 

form the AS and two the A2 qualification.   Two 

of these units are examined; two are assessed 

pieces of coursework. 

 

AS 
  

Poetry and Prose 1800-1945   

 Examination (30%) 

Literature Post-1900    

 Coursework Essay Folder (20%) 

 

A2 
 

Drama and Poetry Pre-1800   

 Examination (30%) 

Texts in Time     

 Coursework Essay Folder (20%) 

 
Approach 
 
A Level English involves the study of a wide 

range of authors, from the 14th to the 21st 

century. We encourage all  boys to read as widely  

as possible, not only to help underpin their  

syllabus learning, but also to help them develop 

their own literary interests. Texts are studied in 

close detail in order to develop finely-honed 

analytical skills, but wi ll always be set in their  

broader historical and cultural context. A t A2, 

students are increasingly required to evaluate 

different cri tical readings of their texts, including 

different performances of plays. There are 

extensive opportunities for individual study, 

particularly with coursework. Students are 

guided by their dons, but are encouraged actively  

to pursue, research, and develop their own essay 

titles. This greatly enriches the experience and the 

value for the students, as wel l as increasing their  

ability to achieve the highest grades. 

 

 

 

 

 

There is a rich cultural diet outside the classroom 

for students of A Level English: theatre trips are 

plentiful , as are visi ting writers, poetry readings 

and academic lectures, including the termly 

Monro Lecture. The Li terary Society holds 

regular formal and informal meetings, as well as 

an annual dinner debate. There are Extension 

English classes throughout the year for those 

interested in pursuing the subject at degree level. 

Creative Wr iting is another popular activi ty: the 

Wr iting Group meets weekly, and publishes an 

anthology every term.  

 
 
Requirements 
 
A willingness to read w idely and a desire to think 

independently w ill be invaluable to the student 

of A  Level English Li terature. Fluent wri tten 

expression is also an asset, and the highest grades 

are achieved by those who express their  

understanding accurately and elegantly. The 

subject also requires and develops analytical  

ability, communication and cri tical skills. It is 

thus a sound preparation for any course of higher 

education, and is widely recognized as such. 

A lthough entry to university to read English is 

competitive, the teaching and support avai lable 

at Radley make such applications perfectly viable 

for students with a genuine interest.   
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Geography                                 M.J. Harris 
 
Geography provokes and answers questions 

about the natural and human world, using 

various scales of enquiry to view them from 

different perspectives. It develops a knowledge of 

places and environments, an understanding of 

maps, and a range of investigative and problem-

solving skills both inside and outside the 

classroom. As such i t prepares students for adult 

life and employment. Geography is a focus for  

understanding and resolving issues about the 

environment and sustainable development. It is 

also an important link between the natural and 

social sciences. 

 

Geography provides an opportunity for the 

following Key Skil ls: 

 

Communication - in  w riting, discussion and 

group work. 

IT - information and communication technology 

in class and project work. 

Application of Number - in the analysis of 

geographical data. 

Working w ith Others - in fieldwork and group 

tasks. 

Problem Solving - via geographical investigation 

and decision-making exercises. 

 

The Geography Department is modern and wel l-

equipped with a comprehensive departmental  

library and resource centre, computer room and 

extensive map col lection. There is a strong 

emphasis on the application of computer  

technology and the department participates in a 

number of national and international 

collaborative projects.  

 

Fieldwork is an essential part of the course and 

there are several field trips subsidised by college. 

These trips allow students to gain the necessary 

fieldwork skills which are examined. 

 

 

AS 

The AS units studied in 6.1 are: 

Unit 1 Physical and Human Geography 

Unit 2 Geographical Skills 

 

A Level (A2) 
The A2 units studied in 6.2 are: 

Unit 3 Contemporary Geographical Issues 

Unit 4 Geographical Fieldwork Investigation 

 
Requirements 
 

The majority of Geographers will have studied 

the subject at GCSE. However it is possible for an 

able and wel l-motivated student to start in the 

Sixth Form. Geography combines well with both 

Science and/ or A rts subjects. 
 
After A level 
 
Geography has a high academic status at 

universi ty level. It is also a valuable support 

subject for many other courses in higher 

education such as A rchaeology, Agricul ture, 

Anthropology, Economics, Resource and Land 

Management and Land Economy to name but a 

few.  
 
Geographers have a high success rate of 

employment in such areas as national and local 

government, planning, administration, banking, 

industry and commerce.  

 

Geographers are particularly valued for their  

communicational and ICT skills, literacy,  

numeracy and teamwork. 
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Geology                     Dr C.M. Bedford 
 
A-level Geology is an exciting and relevant 

subject which studies the way the Earth works, 

both on the surface and in the interior. I t gives 

students an understanding of related topics 

which feature in the news so frequently, such as 

earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, the supply of 

natural resources, climate change, dinosaurs, and 

the evolution of life on Earth. 
 

The new syllabus has been brought up to date in 

view  of the latest discoveries, and the four exam 

papers (two at AS, two at A2) require candidates 

to wri te accurately but not extensively: i t is not an 

ÔessayÕ subject. I t is, however, a practical subject, 

and Geology at Radley is taught using a great 

variety of rock, mineral, and fossil  samples to 

bring the theoretical concepts to life.  
 

Fieldwork is an important part of Geology, and 

although there is no residential field-trip, we 

make the most of Departmental  outing days to 

visi t areas which enable students to see things 

that they have been studying in the classroom.  
 

There are no specific requirements to study 

Geology A-level. A ll students will have done 

some Earth Science in their Shell Geography 

lessons, al though it is not necessary to have done 

Geography GCSE. On the other hand, there is a 

useful overlap between Geology and Geography 

A-level, and these two subjects make a very 

successful combination, with similar topics 

studied from different viewpoints, thus reducing 

the overall quantity of new ideas to be learned. 
 

AS  
 

Global tectonics 
 

This module looks at the structure of the Earth, 

and makes comparisons with other planets in the 

solar system before moving on to examine the 

theories of continental  drift and plate tectonics. 
The  causes  and  effects  of  earthquakes  and  the  

 

 

rapidly developing science of earthquake 

prediction are studied, as well  as the effects of 

Earth forces on folding and faulting of rocks. 

 

Rocks Ð processes and products 
 

Students will learn about the ways that different 

rock types are formed so that interpretations can 

be made about the ancient environments that 

rocks were formed in and how they relate to plate 
tectonics. 

 

A2 
 

Environmental geology 
 

This module will give students an idea about the 

main ways that geologists make money, and an 

appreciation of issues that are crucial in the world 

today and that will remain so in the future: water  
supply, energy sources, and metal deposits. 

 

Evolution of life, Earth, and climate 
 

Students will learn how life on earth evolved and 

adapted through geological time, and the current 

theories behind mass extinction events. Evidence 

for previous changes in the EarthÕs climate are 

studied as a way of predicting future climate 
change. 

 

After A level 
 

Various Earth-science courses are available at 

University, from the traditional Geology to more 

career-related degrees such as Environmental 

Geoscience and Mining Geology. However, the 

majority of boys who study Geology A-level have 

no intention of continuing with the subject after  

Radley, but value i t for the interest that it  

provides and the significant contribution that it  

makes towards the grades required for  

University entrance. 
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History             Mrs T. Scammell Jackson 
 
The demands made upon Sixth Formers in 
History are high. They are expected to consider  
different points of view as presented in a variety  
of documents and works of historical scholarship, 
and they must analyse information and present 
their ideas in an ordered, logical and convincing 
way. This requires a willingness to read widely  
and with care. The study of History also 
facilitates the development of personal judgment 
and requires that opinions be supported with 
carefully selected evidence. Of importance is an 
interest in argument and in alternative points of 
view . History is a pivotal arts course which is 
designed to develop the interests and analytical  
ability of its students.  
 
From 2008, the History A Level has consisted of 
four assessed units. Three of these are completed 
in the 6.1 (AS) year and the fourth in the 6.2 (A2) 
year, thus leaving adequate time for revision. 
  
 

AS  
 
In the first of these units, pupils will assess the 
historical significance of events, ideas, attitudes 
and beliefs and will consider how these have 
influenced behaviour and action over time in the 
country or area selected for study (boys can 
choose between Europe in the sixteenth century, 
Italy and Germany in the nineteenth century, or  
China in the twentieth). In the second unit, pupils 
will study a short period of British history in 
order to develop an in-depth understanding of 
atti tudes, beliefs and structures of Bri tish society  
(again, boys have a choice between sixteenth, 
nineteenth and twentieth century modules).   
 

A2 
 
In the third unit, pupils wil l be introduced to 
historical  controversy and wi ll be required to 
reach judgments on the basis of analysis and 
evaluation. Boys can choose between sixteenth 
century England, the French Revolution, and 
Weimar and Nazi Germany. In the fourth, pupils 
will  complete a coursework assignment in which  

 
 
they will  examine both the short-term 
significance of an individual, moment or event, as 
well as the factors affecting change, throughout a 
100-year period. Again boys will have a choice: 
the Crusades; the Spanish Empire; parliamentary 
reform in Bri tain in the nineteenth century; 
international relations, 1879-1980. 
 
Throughout the A Level course, all pupils will be 
required to undertake extended wri ting and 
essays, and to evaluate source material . 
 
 

Requirements 
 
Sixth Form Historians have to be serious about 
developing their w ri tten and spoken presentation 
skills. Where learning difficul ties exist or emerge, 
specialist help from within the school is offered 
and has, to date, been highly successful in raising 
performance and confidence. History A Level is 
an exciting and interesting course, but it is also 
challenging and requires real commitment.  
 
History can be combined w ith a variety of other  
subjects at A Level. H istory, Engl ish and a 
Language is a typical combination but there are 
many others. An increasingly popular selection 
includes History and Mathematics. 
  
 
After A Level 
 
There is considerable competition for places on 
universi ty courses: many universities offer AAA  
or AAB to those wishing to study Single Honours 
History. Joint Honours courses (combining 
History with anther discipline) or Ancient 
History courses tend to involve offers in the ABB-
BBB range. A GCSE pass in a foreign language is 
sometimes required. For Oxford and Cambridge 
applications, it is important to remember that 
competition for places is nearly as intense as for  
Law and English. An A  grade in H istory (along 
with three other As) has to be seen as a minimum 
requirement. M uch advice and support is offered 
to Oxbridge candidates, including those seeking 
entrance post-A Level. However, the impetus for  
an Oxbridge application has to come from a pupil  
himself and cannot in itself be taught. Those who  
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read w idely and of their own volition are most 
likely to stand a chance of being admitted.  
 
The study of History at A Level provides a very 
strong foundation for those who wish to pursue 
the following subjects at universi ty: A rchaeology;  

 
 
Economics;  Poli tics;   Law,   Modern  Languages; 
and, of course, History i tself. History graduates 
pursue a wide variety of careers and have 
become: civil servants; executives; bankers; 
journalists; lawyers; schoolmasters; and 
poli ticians. 
 
 
 

   
Unit 1  

 

 
Unit 2    
 

 
Unit 3                   
 

 
Unit 4    
 

 
Early 
Modern 
 
 
 
 

 
B1 Luther, 
Lutheranism, and the 
German 
Reformation, 1517-55  
 
B3 The Revolt of the 
Netherlands, 1559-
1609  
 

 
A1 Henry VIII: 
Authority, 
Nation and 
Religion  
 
 
 
 
 

 
A1 Protest, Crisis 
and Rebellion in 
England, 1536-88  
 
 
 

 
CW6 The Golden Age 
of Spain, 1474-1598  
 
OR 
 
CW5 Crusading 
Europe, 1095-1204  

 
Late 
Modern 
 
 
 
 

 
E1 The Road to 
Unification: Italy, 
c1815-70  
 
E2 The Unification of 
Germany, 1848-90 
 
 

 
D1 Britain and 
Ireland, 1867-
1922 
 
 
 

 
B1 France, 1786-
1830: Revolution, 
Empire and 
Restoration 
 
 
 
 

 
CW19 Representation 
and Democracy in 
Bri tain, c1830-1931 
 
 

 
 
Twentieth 
Century 
 
 
 

 
 
D1 Crises, Tensions 
and Poli tical  
Divisions in China, 
1900-49 
 
D2 MaoÕs China, 
1949-76 
  

 
 
D2 Britain and 
the Nationalist 
Challenge in 
India, 1900-47 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
D1 From Kaiser to 
Fuhrer: Germany, 
1900-45 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CW40 Twentieth 
Century International 
Relations, 1879-1980 
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Mathematics                               G. Wiseman 
 
The Mathematics Department runs two different 
courses at Advanced level catering for a variety  
of aims and abili ties. M ost popular is Single 
Mathematics, although the more gifted boys may 
opt to study Further Mathematics. 

 

There are many justifications for Mathematics, 
and a boy whose leanings are likely to be 
Scientific or Technological will probably have 
considered the arguments often enough for them 
not to be repeated here. But as well  as being a 
vital tool for the Physicists, Chemists, etc., 
Mathematics, because of i ts intrinsic logic and 
beauty has often, in the past, appealed to boys 
who would probably think of themselves 
primarily as 'Arts Men'. Given the move towards 
complementari ty, it is our expectation that this 
trend will  accelerate. 

 

Single Mathematics 
 
A level 
 
A boy opting for Single Mathematics w ill be 
required to si t six modules for his final  A  level, all  
of these being taken at the end of the Upper Sixth. 
Four w ill be in Pure Mathematics, and two in 
Applied Maths. In the Lower Sixth we lay the 
foundations of the subject, teaching traditional 
topics in calculus, trigonometry and logari thms 
on the Pure side at the same time as covering 
most of the Mechanics on the Applied side. In the 
Upper Sixth the Pure moves into the newer A  
level topics such as series and vectors while the 
Applied completes the Mechanics syllabus in the 
first term before pulling the whole package 
together. 
 

Requirements 
 
Most of those opting for Maths in the Sixth Form 
will  have taken early IGCSE in the Removes. 
They will already be aware of the significant 
change of direction taken by the subject as we 
advance post IGCSE. If a boy has enjoyed his 
Fifth Form work, and has been able to cope with 
it intellectual ly, then  it  is  likely  that  he  will   be   

 
 
able  to make a success of Single Maths in the 
Sixth Form. The only other prerequisi te is a 
willingness to work hard. 
 
Single Mathematics is offered in two blocks, 1 
and 4.  
 
Those boys who have taken early IGCSE in the 
Remove may opt for Maths in ei ther block 1 or  
block 4. However, those who have not taken early  
IGCSE must opt for Maths in block 4. I t may just 
be worth inserting a note of caution at this stage. 
There are some candidates for whom Single 
Maths will  prove extremely demanding. At the 
end of the day i t is for a boy to choose his own A  
levels, but there are those who have regretted 
their choice as the academic demands of this 
course have increased throughout the two-year 
period. For some Radleians a C grade will be the 
very limit of their potential, w ith subsequent 
implications for universi ty offers and places. 
 

After A level 
 
It is anticipated that most boys taking Single 
Mathematics will  be using it as a 'support 
subject'. Those keen to major in Mathematics 
should seriously consider the Further option. As 
a support, Mathematics will si t happi ly as part of 
a University application for almost any course. 
 
(It should be noted that we are unable to prepare boys 
for Oxford Entrance in Mathematics, Computation or  
Engineering, or for Cambridge entrance in 
Mathematics, Computation, Engineering or Natural  
Sciences on the basis of Single M athematics alone. 
Boys wishing to show Mathematics as part of entrance 
to either of these Universit ies must take the Further 
Mathematics course. Further Mathematics is also very 
nearly a pre-requisite for Chemistry or Physics at 
Oxford.) 
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Further Mathematics 
 
A level  
 
Further Mathematics is taken by those who have 

shown themselves to be amongst the most able 

twenty or so Mathematicians from the Fifth 

Form. Nearly all of these boys will ultimately be 

aiming for places at Oxford or Cambridge. M ore 

ground is covered than is dictated by the 

demands of the GCE exam as the aim is to 

stimulate interest and expertise in the subject 

beyond the confines of the syllabus. 
 
A boy opting for Further Maths will cover  
modules in Pure Maths, Mechanics, Statistics and 
Decision Maths Ð ending up with two or three A  
Levels labelled Maths, Further Maths and 
Additional Further Maths. Those opting for this 
course will need to select the subject in both block 
3 and block 4, al though only around 15 of the 18 
periods available w ill be timetabled.  
 

Requirements 
 
The requirements are simple - interest, ability and 
a willingness to work hard. 
 

After A level 
 
The Mathematical demands of nearly al l of the 

scientific courses at Oxford and Cambridge are 

such that any boy with realistic aspirations along 

such lines (with the possible exception of 

Medicine) would be unwise not to tackle this 

course. However Further Mathematics can lead to 

a variety of University options - recent candidates 

having been successful with Oxbridge 

applications in PPE, PPP, Experimental  

Psychology, Oriental  Studies, Law, Economics 

and A rchitecture, as well as the more predictable 

Engineering, Metallurgy, Chemistry, Physics and 

Natural Sciences. 
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Modern Languages             S. Barlass 
 

Provision 
 

French, German and Spanish are offered at AS 

and A  levels. 

 
AS and A level 
A modern language at AS level is within the 

scope of most Radley boys who have gained at 

least an A  grade at GCSE. The course builds on 

the basic ski lls acquired in preparation for that 

exam, extending their application into more 

realistic si tuations using authentic up-to-date 

materials (e.g. newspaper/ magazine articles, 

radio/ TV extracts, literary extracts, internet 

material,  film). Topics covered include social  

affairs (e.g. the world of work, education, 

violence, transport), and leisure issues (e.g. sport, 

entertainment, l ifestyle): that is, the range of 

subjects dealt with in the responsible media of the 

country concerned. Particular stress is placed on 

oral fluency - each boy researches and prepares a 

topic of his choice for presentation and discussion 

in the oral exam. Reading and listening skills are 

continually reinforced, and accurate wri tten use 

of the language is also trained and tested. A  

sound grasp of grammar and syntax well beyond 

that acquired at GCSE is therefore needed. 

 
Lessons are varied in content and presentation 

using the full resources of the recently re-fitted 

department building. The foreign language is 

used at almost all times in the classroom. 

Students wil l need an individual MP3 player/  

iPod for listening-based activi ties, and should 

ensure they have one at the start of the course. 

Two AS modules, testing a mix of the skills 

mentioned and forming an AS qualification, will  

be taken at the end of the VI.1 year by those not 

continuing to A2.  

 

A modern language at A2 develops these skills 

further, w ith emphasis on extended wri ting in the 

language and a more detailed knowledge of the 

civil isation and culture of the country concerned.  

 
 
Literary texts (mainly 20th century) or two 

cultural topics (e.g. from cinema, history or fine 

arts) may be studied. The two AS and the two A2 

modules are taken at the end of the VI.2 year. The 

A level qualification is achieved by combining 

grades awarded for AS and A2 modules. 

 

Boys who gained a grade lower than A at GCSE 

are likely to find this level of study extremely 

difficul t. 

 
For very able boys, the French department offers 

two accelerated sets which take the A2 exam at 

the end of the first year of the sixth form at the 

discretion of their teaching dons.  
 
Requirements 
It should be realised that languages at AS and A  

levels are demanding subjects and that high 

grades will be achieved only by those with some 

inherent talent, a good GCSE grade, an appeti te 

for independent study, and a serious and 

scholarly atti tude to their work. Any boy aiming 

to take a language at A level is strongly advised 

to spend an extended period of several weeks in 

the relevant country at least once during the two 

years of the course; otherwise he will find himself 

at a disadvantage.  
 
Boys opting for two modern languages should 

ensure by consultation with the Head of 

Department that they have the ability to cope 

with the academic demands. If they have, they 

will find that two languages will combine 

successfully with most other A/ AS subjects. 
 
A modern language at AS or A level w ill prove a 

valuable complement to both science and 

humanities combinations. It should be borne in 

mind that proficiency in one or preferably more 

modern languages is increasingly seen as an 

essential ancillary skill in most areas of higher 

study. 
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After A level 
 
A good performance - normally at least a B grade 

- at a modern language A  level is obviously a 

necessary entrance qualification for those 

intending to study languages at university, and 

those aiming at entry to another faculty where a 

language A level is acceptable as an entrance 

qualification (e.g. Law, PPE, Philosophy, 

Psychology). The range of Single, Joint and 

Combined Honours courses involving a language 

component at Bri tish universi ties is now  

enormous, and caters for all interests, whether  

applied, literary, cultural or socio-political. 

Careful scrutiny of prospectuses is essential for  

those intending to apply for a language-based 

course. The study of a fresh language ab init io is a 

further option for the proven linguist. 

 
Each year a number of boys are prepared for  

entrance to Oxford and Cambridge universities, 

which offer language degree courses w ith a 

strong literary bias. Two languages must be 

offered on application, normally those studied at 

A level, al though a proven linguist may apply to 

begin a new language, for example, Italian, 

Russian, Portuguese, alongside one in which he 

has an A Level (that is, French, Spanish, German).  

 
These Oxbridge courses are not necessarily the 

most suitable even for the most able boys, and 

careful consideration should be taken, and 

consultation made with the Head of Department, 

before applying. A rigorous interview (with 

additional wri tten tests set by individual colleges) 

remains mandatory. Viable candidates are set a 

course of extra reading and language work 

during the summer vacation at the end of the VI.1 

year, and additional teaching is provided during 

the Summer and Michaelmas terms. 
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Music                                   Miss S-L Naylor  
 
The examination contains six units of 
assessment, three for AS and three for A2. 
Every boy taking music will have the 
opportunity to undertake analytical and 
historical  study of music, perform 
solo/ ensemble music, and compose music. 
There is a close relationship between this 
examination and the work undertaken at GCSE. 
 
AS level 

1. Performing: a portfolio of performances 
undertaken during the year and a 
recorded solo performance which is 
teacher examined and externally 
moderated (15%) 

2. Composing: free composition (15%) 

3. Developing Musical Understanding: 
listening, analysing set works, and stylistic 
composition (20%) 

 
A level (A2) 

4. Extended Performance: a 15 minute 
instrumental or vocal recital  (15%) 

5. Composition and Technical Study: a 
portfolio of free compositions and stylistic 
compositions (15%) 

6. Further Musical Understanding: listening 
and analysing set works (20%) 

 
Requirements 
 
The abili ty to perform to a high standard 
(minimum ABRSM grade 7) as both a soloist 
and as a member of an ensemble is essential. 
Good keyboard skil ls are advantageous. 

 
After A level 
 
A good performance at Music A level is 
obviously a necessary entrance qualification for 
those intending to read music at universi ty or 
to study music at music college. In addition, 
Music A level provides students with analytical  
and critical skills as well as creative and 
practical skills, and a broad cultural  
understanding. These are valuable assets for 
most undergraduate study. 

Music Technology            Dr T.M. Morris 
 
A level Music Technology combines studio 

recording, composing and arranging, and the 

study of popular music styles and the 

development of technology from 1910 onwards. 

Much of the assessment is through controlled 

coursework, so AS is taken in 6.1. For AS, 

candidates create a portfolio containing a 

sequenced arrangement, a multi-track recording, 

and an arrangement (in a different style) of a set 

piece of music. There is also a listening 

examination testing knowledge of popular music 

including two set styles. 

 

For A2, candidates complete a further portfolio 

including a sequenced integrated performance 

(virtual plus real instruments), a more complex 

multi-track recording, and a composition to a set 

brief. There is also an examination including re-

mixing a track under examination conditions. 

 

Boys wishing to take Music Technology A level  

will need GCSE Music and good keyboard skills 

(at least grade 4 piano standard is advisable). 

Those planning on a Music Technology course at 

universi ty are advised to check admission 

requirements carefully, as some courses require 

Music A level. The Music Technology syllabus 

should appeal both to boys who are primarily  

taking sciences in the sixth form, but would like 

to include a complementary musical subject, and 

to boys who are concentrating on arts subjects, 

but do not wish to drop scientific study entirely.  

 

Music and Music Technology will be placed into a 
block by June. This decision will enable the 
maximum number of boys to take the subject 
concerned. Once their blocks are finalised, Music 
and Music Technology cannot be moved. 
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Politics                                Dr R.K. McMahon 
 
Poli tics A  level provides students w ith many 
useful ski lls including: the abili ty to understand 
and analyse the institutional framework within 
the UK and US, and the skills to make sense of 
contemporary poli tical events and structures. No 
prior knowledge of poli tics is required, but 
students wil l be expected to have a genuine 
interest in pol itical events in the UK and the US, 
as well as some interest in the wider global 
context in which our poli tical analysis wi ll be 
conducted. Students who have studied history at 
GCSE often find Poli tics builds upon their  
existing know ledge Ð though our subject is, in 
many important ways, quite different to history. 
Classes are usually lively and offer great scope 
for debate. There is no attempt to tell students 
what to think, though it is hoped that they will  
learn to think more cri tically about poli tical  
issues. 
 

AS level 
 
The syllabus emphasises the study of poli tical  
concepts (power, authority, democracy) and the 
ways in which we relate to poli tics (through 
voting, protect marches, joining pressure groups 
etc). A large part of the course is dedicated to the 
study of political insti tutions: the government, 
the Westminster Parliament, the courts and so on. 
The AS level is studied in VI:1 and considers the 
following topics: 
 

1. The British Consti tution: this includes an 
examination of the recent constitutional 
reforms (Bill of Rights, devolution etc.). 

2. The Executive: the Monarchy, the 
Cabinet/ Prime Minister, the Civil Service are 
the major subjects covered in this area. 

3. The Legislature: the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords. Particularly the reform of 
these institutions. 

4. The Judiciary: the judges and the police. The 
key question being what role do these play in 
the poli tical  system. 

5. The Representative System: the political  
parties, the electoral system, pressure groups 
and the role of the mass media. 

6. Policy Making: Bri tain and the EU. 

 
 
The second year is spent examining the 
government and politics of the USA. The A2 
syllabus focuses upon the government of the 
USA as well as the varied ways in which ci tizens 
seek to shape government outcomes (interest 
groups, elections etc.). When studying the USA  
poli tical system we shall follow the framework as 
set out above in the AS. We begin our study of 
the US with an examination of i ts Consti tution 
before moving on to consider Congress, the 
Presidency, the Supreme Court, pressure groups 
and poli tical  parties.  
 
The students w ill be tested in both the AS and the 
A2 using essays, Òshort notesÓ and data response 
questions. Because of the nature of the subject, 
journals and quality newspapers w ill form an 
integral part of the study. Wi thout a strong 
interest in contemporary pol itical affairs the 
course will prove very hard work indeed. There 
will  be external lectures and visi ts arranged. 
 

Requirements 
 
There are no prerequisi tes for the course. In 
general those taking government and Politics at 
A Level will often be Arts based, al though all  
subject backgrounds are welcome. 
 

After A level 
 
University departments tend to be quite small  
and over subscribed and therefore the grade 
offers are reasonably high (AAB-BBC). Clearly it  
forms an integral part of the Oxford PPE course 
and other combined social science degrees. There 
is considerable scope for careers after leaving 
universi ty. Law, journalism, finance, civil service, 
accountancy are just some of the areas open to 
social science graduates. 
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Religious Studies  
RevÕd T.J.E. Fernyhough 

 
It is sometimes assumed that the reason for  
studying this subject is a candidateÕs own 
personal commitment to a religious faith. This 
may be, but need not be the case, and i t is clear  
that what is needed most is a readiness to ask 
questions about human l ife and society, and to 
examine thoughtfully some of the answers which 
have been given at various times in our history. 
 
In the new Sixth Form courses Religious Studies 
may - l ike all other subjects - be taken ei ther as a 
one-year AS or a two-year A-level course. Each 
yearÕs course comprises three units, and each unit 
is assessed separately. 
 
The course offered from September 2008 will be the 
revised Religious Studies A level following the AQA 
syllabus. This course has two dist inct halves, a biblical  
component involving detailed study of the key themes 
in the New Testament, and an excit ing new 
component ÔReligion art and the mediaÕ There is a 
final ÔsynopticÕ element at A2. There is no coursework 
requirement. Candidates will be required to sit 5 
written papers. (Two at AS &  three at A2) 
 

AS level: New Testament 
 
This paper examines four key areas of New  
Testament study: 
 
• The origin and formulation of the synoptic 

gospels 
• The public life and ministry of Jesus 

recorded by the synoptic gospels 
• The accounts of the trial and death of Jesus. 
• The resurrection accounts. 
 
Specific textual passages are specified for cri tical  
analysis together with an examination of key 
issues that arise from them. 
 

 
 
 
 
AS level: Religion, Art and the Media 
 
This paper sets out to study of ÔtheologicalÕ ideas 
from a contextual and artistic perspective. Again 
four areas a specified for study: 
 

• The nature of religious art 
• The purpose of religious art 
• Religion art and popular culture, (The study 

of the relationships between Humour and Religion, 
Religious themes in film and literature are specified 
for study) 

• Religion and the use of modern media. 
(Particularly Cyber religion, Television) 

 
Issues arising from these four areas of study and 
their relevance to religion and society wi ll also be 
studied from a contextual perspective. 
 
(This paper will be studied primarily from a 
Christian perspective.) 
 
A2: New Testament  
 
At A2 the New Testament paper builds on the 
earlier study of the synoptic gospels at AS and 
focuses on a detailed study of the Fourth Gospel. 
 

• The historical context of the Fourth Gospel 
and its authorship and dating 

• The nature, role and purpose of the 
discourses in the Fourth Gospel 

• The nature role and purpose of the ‘signs’ in 
the Fourth Gospel 

• The nature role and purpose of the Passion 
and resurrection narratives. 

 
Again specific textual material is set for cri tical  
analysis 
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A2: Religion Art and the Media 
 
At A2 this paper requires the detailed study of 
the following four areas: 
 
• Iconography in the Orthodox Church 
• Protestant Art of the Reformation 
• Catholic Art of the Counter-Reformation 
• The religious art of the Pre-Raphaelites. 
 
This paper examines the changing nature and 
themes in religious art over the course of history  
and the relevance of religious art to 
contemporary society. 
 
The final A2 paper, Religion and Human 
experience provides a synoptic element that 
allows candidates to play to their strengths in the 
fields of study the have undertaken. Candidates 
can elect answer questions on either ÔReligion 
and the visual artsÕ or  ÔWays of reading and 
understanding scriptureÕ 
 
Requirements 
 
The course  encourages students to: - 
 
• develop an interest in and enthusiasm for a 

rigorous study of religion 

• treat the subject as an academic discipline by 
developing knowledge and understanding 
appropriate to a specialist study of rel igion 

• use an enquiring, cri tical and empathetic 
approach to the study of religion. 

 
One very rewarding feature of this subject is the 
variety of skills which are involved, since it  
requires both close study of a text in the New  
Testament topic and also an awareness of the 
historical  approach to the life and history of the 
Christian Church. These skills are transferable to 
good degree courses in most Arts subjects.  
 

No special subject combinations are required, and 
the syllabus is designed to make i t possible to 
take this subject in the Sixth Form without having 
taken the GCSE course in the Lower School. 
Religious Studies can therefore be taken, whether  
as an AS or a full  A-level, either because it  
combines well  with a boyÕs other subject choices, 
or to give some variety in his programme of 
study. 
 
After A level 
 
If taken as a ful l A  Level Religious Studies can 
lead to honours degree courses in many subjects.  
Theology and/ or Religious Studies can be read at 
one of the many well established British 
Universities, for example, Oxford, Cambridge, 
Durham or St AndrewÕs. Other degree courses 
often look favourably on Religious Studies A  
Level students. This is particularly true of Law, 
Philosophy, and many other A rts subjects. 
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Science RevÕd Dr S.A. Thorn                  
 
For boys wishing to do all three A level Sciences 
with Further Mathematics 
 
The best scientists at Radley often aspire to read 

science at Oxford or Cambridge - single science 

courses such as Chemistry, Physics, Biology, 

Biochemistry or Material Science at Oxford, or  

Natural Science (Physical) or Natural Science 

(Biological) at Cambridge, as wel l as courses in 

Medicine and Engineering. The strongest possible 

combination of A  levels for nearly all these 

courses is triple science with Further Maths. In 

Radley's block system, this combination takes up 

44 periods, including the Educational Cycle 2 

ppc, with 1 being left for individual study.  

 

There is a possibility depending on numbers and 

staffing that a set of boys could be created who 

are:  

 

- studying three sciences with Further Maths 

 

- candidates for Oxford or Cambridge. 

 

The set w ill cover the three A level syllabuses of 

the sciences together with extension material in 

21 periods per cycle, compared w ith the 27 

periods timetabled. The Maths will  take around 

15 periods each cycle. This means that there will  

be a total of around an extra nine periods 

available for the further study needed to work at 

this high level. 

 

It is fel t that a set taught on fewer lessons will  

enable boys: 

 

�   to organise their free time, and therefore 

provide an opportunity for them to develop and 

take responsibili ty for their own scientific 

progress 

 

�   to enable boys to read around their work and 

further enhance their understanding and 

knowledge in science 
 

 

 

and above al l: 

 

�   to gain a better preparation for, and chance of 

acceptance at, Oxford or Cambridge to read a 

science subject or medicine. 

 

Please note: 

 

1.    Boys in this 'special' set should be considered 

by their teaching dons to be those who would 

gain top grades in their chosen subjects as a 

matter of course, and be natural contenders for  

places at Oxford or Cambridge.   

 

2.     If a boy intends to read sciences at Oxford or  

Cambridge, but will not be studying all three 

sciences and further mathematics at A level, then 

this will not enable him to qualify for the triple 

science set.  However, he may sti ll be a strong 

candidate for a science or other course at 

Oxbridge, and not being in the 'triple' set w ill not 

disadvantage his Oxbridge appl ication. 
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Biology                        P.M. Fernandez 
 
The Edward Salters Nuffield Advanced Biology 
(SNAB) course has been taught since 2005. SNAB 
is the most up-to-date, relevant and exciting A-
level course available. I ts successful development 
has been achieved through the significant 
funding and support given by the Nuffield 
Foundation, Salters Company and the University  
of York Science Education Group. One of i ts 
strengths is i ts modern approach to teaching and 
learning based on that used in the majori ty of 
universi ty medical schools. Content is taught 
through eight contemporary context-led topics, 
which have already proved very popular and 
effective with Radleians as they promote 
independent learning and study skills. Another  
advantage of taking the SNAB course is that we 
have experienced very l ittle change with the new  
specification this year, and so we are at an 
advantage over other schools which are coming 
to the course new. In recent years we have had 
three boys in the top ten in the country.  
 
AS and A2 
 
The AS course covers the core topics of cell  
Biology, Biochemistry, Enzymes, basic Ecology, 
Genetics and Human Physiology of the heart, 
lungs and circulation. Innovative laboratory and 
on-line activities complement carefully devised 
teaching programmes to ensure motivation and 
learning are sustained throughout the course.   
 
Coursework at AS consists of a Visit or Issue 
Report, which is internally assessed.  
 
The A2 (2nd year of A-level) course includes the 
core topics of Ecology, Respiration, Forensic 
Science, Immunity, Photosynthesis, Evolution 
and the Human Physiology of Homeostasis, 
Digestion and the Nervous System, including 
some elementary Psychology. The examinations 
at the end of the second year comprise of four  
unit papers (two of 75 minutes and two of 90 
minutes). There is also an element of coursework 
in the form of an individual investigation. 

 
Small sets are taught by a number of dons who 
teach successive topics.  Common testing and 
assessments run throughout the courses.  The 
subject  gives  plenty  of  scope  for expeditions to  
 

 

 
local university and medical research centres, 
Oxford    museums    and   botanic   gardens,   the  
Cotswold Wi ldlife Park, the London Zoo and 
Aquarium.   There  is  also  a  long  weekend field  
trip to the Isle of Wight at the beginning of the 
second year where Ecology projects on rocky 
shore flora and fauna are carried out. 
 
The projects laboratory provides extra scope for  
studying practically some of the highly  
significant developments in biotechnology as 
well as biomedical topics. The David Hardy 
seminar room is equipped w ith reference texts, 
biological and medical journals and material to 
support A-level study outside the laboratory.  We 
also use twelve laptops for classroom-based use 
of the SNAB website. 
 
Requirements 
 
Potential  biologists will have inquisi tive, logical 
and practical minds.  The curriculum will be 
found equally stimulating by pupils with major  
interests as diverse as medical physiology and 
natural history.  Boys should feel confident in 
applying what they have learned in all three 
sciences at IGCSE to developing their  
understanding and knowledge of Biology.  It  
should also be noted that statistical methods are 
used in analysing data. There is some 
Biochemistry within the course and thus 
Chemistry to AS/ A level would support Biology 
well. 
 
After A level 
 
Biology in combination with other A levels can 
lead to universi ty courses in Natural Sciences, the 
Biomedical Sciences (Anatomy, Biochemistry, 
Pharmacology and Physiology), Genetics, 
Psychology, Biology and the plethora of 
specialisms such as Microbiology, Environmental 
Sciences and Marine Biology. Further information 
on Medicine, Veterinary Science and all Biology-
related careers is available on the Biology 
Website and in the Universi ties pages of this 
booklet. 
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Chemistry                   Dr K. Halliday 
 
Radley fol lows the OCR syl labus which is 

traditional in style, but offers ample opportunity  

for experimentation. 

 

Chemistry is an experimental science, and the AS 

and A level courses are concerned with observing 

how substances behave in their interactions with 

each other and under changing conditions.   

 

AS and A2 
 

The AS and A2 courses are each divided into 

three modules, all self-contained with clear  

learning objectives.  The emphasis of the syllabus 

is on the relevance of the subject to everyday life 

and it is therefore an interesting and dynamic 

course for boys to study. 

 

The AS course develops many of the ideas 

previously approached at IGCSE.  Together with 

the study of three modules, boys will also be 

assessed practical ly throughout the course; this 

will  contribute towards their final  grade. 

 

The A2 course is a more advanced treatment of 

the ideas studied at AS, building on earlier  

concepts.  This style and structure is 

tremendously encouraging to students.  

Furthermore, the syllabus empathises with the 

natural way in which chemistry as a subject 

evolves.  This al l makes OCR chemistry an 

exciting proposition for the Department.  The 

structure of content and assessment in A2 is 

similar to that in the AS. 

 
Requirements 
 

Chemistry A Level is within the reach of most 

Radley boys. Good motivation is vital .  I t is 

important that boys participate fully in the course 

and are prepared to work on their own to 

formulate  and   rationalise  ideas.   Equally,  boys  

 

 

 
 
should feel confident in applying what they have 

learned in all three sciences at IGCSE to 

developing their understanding and knowledge 

of chemistry. 

 

A lthough it is not necessary for boys to study A  

level maths in combination with chemistry, we 

do expect boys to be numerate and confident 

when handling some advanced mathematical  

concepts in the A2 course.  

 

Chemistry si ts centrally within the sciences and 

the course provides good overlap with many 

other A level subjects, particularly Biology, 

Physics, Geography and Geology.  However, the 

inherent breadth of chemistry means that i t may 

also be considered with almost any other subject. 

 

After A level 
 

Chemistry at Advanced GCE level is a 

prerequisi te for many courses at universi ty and 

for many areas of employment.  It is also a long-

established and respected qualification that 

allows progression into a number of subjects at 

universi ty including Chemistry itself, Natural  

Sciences, Medicine, Veterinary Science, 

Agriculture, Biochemistry, Chemical Engineering 

and related subjects. 

 

Chemistry graduates enter many disciplines, not 

necessarily all being scientific.  I t is a qualification 

that is highly sought in todayÕs world; technically  

adept individuals remain essential  to our rapidly  

developing society. 

 



 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
30 

Physics            K.A. Mosedale 
 
Physics A  level is 

 

¥ academically challenging 

¥ a training in numerate problem solving 

¥ highly thought of on a CV 

 

To do well , you need to enjoy thinking deeply  

about the workings of the world, from the most 

fundamental particles to the dynamics of the 

entire universe.  

 

AS and A2 
 

We teach Physics in the sixth form by looking at 

both theory and the application of the theory to a 

wide range of contexts from astrophysics to 

sound recording.  

 

We aim to teach well beyond the syllabus - both 

to widen students' vision and to enhance exam 

performance. We also reach beyond the bounds 

of Radley w ith visi ts to manufacturing 

companies, research laboratories and even theme 

parks.  

 

 

Requirements 
 

Most Radley boys are able to do Physics; most 

will know from IGCSE if they have the right 

aptitude to succeed. However, i t is worth 

stressing that Boys not doing Maths A Level will  

find Physics very difficult.  

 

Physics can be successfully combined with almost 

any other subject, but most of our best students 

will pursue two or even three Sciences in 

combination. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
After A level 
 

An A  Level Physics pass is  

¥ essential for 

 - Engineering 

 - Physical Sciences 

 - Electronics 

 

 ¥ invaluable to intending 

 - Doctors 

 - Archaeologists 

 - Geologists 

 - Computer Scientists 

 - Geographers  

 - Economists 

 

 

Good Physicists are sought after: 

 

¥ Offers for Engineering and the Physical 

Sciences from good universi ties that are popular  

with Radleians (Bristol, Durham, and Edinburgh 

to name but three) are usually easier to obtain 

than for arts subjects.  

 

¥ People with degrees in Physics or Engineering 

continue to command excel lent job prospects. 

 

¥ Other careers benefi t from scientific training, 

such as 

 - law 

 - accountancy 

 - banking 

 - computing 

 - the armed services 

 - commercial flying.  

 

After all , a logical, numerate problem solver is 

rather hard to turn away. 
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Theatre Studies                        R.M. Lowe 
                        
AS and A Level 
 
This course is aimed at those who have a genuine 

interest in theatre and the process by which 

theatre is made: the progression a script goes 

through in i ts transfer from page to stage; the 

roles of the director, actor and designer in that 

process, and in the influence that various 

practitioners of theatre through history have had 

on modern theatre practice. An enthusiasm for  

acting is required, but there are also 

opportunities for those who are interested in 

technical and design areas to explore those. 

 

A lthough GCSE Drama is helpful , i t is not 

necessary for a boy to have studied this in order  

to embark on AS and A Level Theatre Studies. 

 

AS  
 

A t AS the course covers four areas over two 

Units, one of which is examined during the 

course of the fi rst year: 

 

1. The group present the performance of a 

piece of play text. A lthough the majori ty of 

candidates are likely to act in this, it is possible to 

be examined on a design element such as lighting 

or set design. The performance is influenced by 

study of the work of a number of theatre 

practitioners and includes a wri tten portfolio. 

This is assessed by an external examiner 

 

2. This Unit is in two parts. Firstly, the 

study of a set text from the point of view of actor, 

director and designer. The second part is related 

to theatre criticism and evaluation and is based 

on visi ts to a number of professional productions 

over the two years. This Unit is examined at the 

end of the A2 year. 

 

 

 

 

 

A2 
 

A t A2 a further two Units are taken: 

 

1 The group devise a twenty minute piece 

of theatre based on theatrical ideas that interest 

and have inspired them from the course. This 

again is assessed by an external examiner and 

involves a written portfolio. 

 

2 The detailed study of a further two texts 

from different periods of theatre history from the 

point of view of actor, director and designer. 

 

Theatre Studies is a rigorous discipline which 

demands both practical and wri tten skills at a 

high level. It does require a commitment to time 

outside the classroom, both in terms of attending 

productions (we will go on a number of theatre 

trips each year) and in preparing for practical  

exam work. I t should also be noted that the 

course requires a strong team ethic, and thus an 

ability to work closely with others is an absolute 

requirement. 

 
After A Level 
 

Theatre Studies is welcomed as an academic A  

Level by all universi ties, whether as the main 

interest or as a sign of breadth of study. Some 

pupils will go on to read Drama, but i t also works 

well for those studying English, Law, Languages, 

Philosophy or any media based subject. 
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Heads of Department 
     Sub Warden and Director of Studies A.E. Reekes

 

Art I.P. Ellis 

Biology P.M. Fernandez 

Chemistry Dr K Hal liday 

Classics D.W.S. Roques 

     Data and Digi tal Strategy  I.S. Yorston 

Design R. Johnson 

Drama R.M. Lowe  

Economics  Mrs N.J. King 

English C.J. Ellott 

French S. Barlass 

Geography M.J. Harris 

Geology Dr C.M . Bedford 

German S. Kerr 

History Mrs T. Scammell  Jackson 

Mathematics G. Wi seman 

 

 

 

Modern Languages S. Barlass 

Music (Precentor) S.D.J. Clarke 

Music (Academic) Miss S-L Naylor 

    Physics K.A. M osedale 

Poli tics Dr R.K. McMahon 

Religious Studies RevÕd T.J.E. Fernyhough 

Spanish Mrs E.D. Murtagh 

Science RevÕd Dr S.A. Thorn 

Technology Dr E.J. Wolstenholme 

Director of University Entrance P.W. Gamble 

Director of Careers M.R. Wright 

Learning Support R.W. Schofield 

Library  Mrs C.D. Sargent 

Timetable J.C. Nye 

Examinations Mrs K.S. Nye 
 

 
Glossary 

 
AS - The first two modules of the sixth form course.  
A2 - The final  two modules of the sixth form course. Exams taken at the end of VI.2. 
A Level - The combination of AS and A2. 
AE - Advanced Extension tests (like the old S levels).  
STEP - Cambridge Entrance Exams. 
Complementarity - The philosophy of choosing one subject  which contrasts with the others, giving a 

broader overall  set of qualifications. 
Linearity - taking all exams (AS and A2) at the end of VI.2.  

    

AQA  -  Formerly AEB and NEAB

OCR -  Formerly O & C and MEG

EdExcel -  Formerly London

! 
" 
# 

  The exam boards.

 
QCA - The Qualifications and Curriculum Authori ty, a government body designed to maintain exam 

standards. A ll syllabuses produced by exam boards need to be approved by QCA. 
UCAS - The universi ty admissions system. A l l applications to universi ties are made through UCAS. 

 


